
Questions: 

 I am the Founder and CEO of SHIFT, we send cash transfers to women's savings group. We 

started in Uganda, but will be expanding to Zimbabwe and Indonesia... I thought we were the 

only one doing this. We use unconditional cash transfers, create group savings accounts for 

women in SACCOs or similiar credit cooperatives. I would love to know why Jong wants to focus 

on conditional vs unconditional transfer? 

  Do you know about any experience of saving groups with older people? What is the benefit for 

the bank?  

 Jong, do you have an objective quantifiable definition of "group quality" that would allow us to 

compare the quality of your groups with SGs formed the boring, old way? 

 When is a savings group is "ready" to be linked to a financial institution? It is a group loan or 

individual loan? and  Does the financial institution has to be close to the savings group 

community? 

 What is Jong's definition of a "mature" group?  

 Thank you for nice presentation. I am wondering  whether we can form SGs in Grameen 

Modality MF dominated market?  

 In countries where the majority don't know to read and write how can we help people to the 

savings ? How this organization can help to train our savings groups in Rwanda? How can  the 

Africa churches in collaboration with the western church reduce the poverty in our communities  

 What is the best way for individuals to support this movement? 

 What are some of the adaptations to the traditional VSLA methodolgy made for illiterate 

populations?  Do they generally take longer to learn the process and to go through the 

saving/lending process than semi-literate groups? Thanks! and she added "(in mali) 

 Has there been an assessment on the push for lowering costs and quality of groups and the 

maturity timeframe?  

 For the credit part, do you have statistics on default rate inside the group? Was is the impact of 

peer pressure on repayment rate?  

 For the children’s groups - What mechanisms have been put in place to monitor and manage the 

risk of participation affecting educational performance (not enrolment)? 

 

Questions that we didn’t get to answer: 

 

 Are savings groups found in villages that also have ROSCAs or ASCRAs?   If so, why doesn't one 

alternative overwhelm the other? 

 Do you think that if the facilitators/field agents were paid, there would be higher quality of 

savings groups? 

 Has anyone had success with teaching groups literacy?  not financial literacy but actual 

reading and writing skills?   

 Do we know about the impact that this savings groups have on the productive activities the 

beneficiaries have? I want to know if there is some experiences with Older People, we know 

that the financial institutions dont take the risk to have older people as clients. 


